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Happy Birthday
Dear Wolfgang

ozart was born January 27,

1756, 250 years ago. As a trib-

ute, his immortal opera buffa,
Le Nozze di Figaro, will return to LA
Opera’s this spring and will be the focus of
the third Opera League Seminar on Sat.,
March 18 from 10:00 am to 1:00pm in the
5th floor salon of the Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion at the Music Center.

If you missed Dr. Simon Williams
at the Parsiful Symposium, this is your
opportunity to hear this esteemed
speaker. He is Professor and C hair of the
Department of Dramatic Art at UCSB
and has taught at univ ersities on four
continents. Among his extensive projects
is co-editing European opera in the
ninetecenth century. For details about
Dr. Williams, go to www.ucsb.edu.

Dr. Robert Winter, Professor—
Performance Practice at UCLA, first
became known to the general musical
public for his nationally broadcast pro-
grams on American Public Radio on
Mozart and Beethoven. To view this pro-
lific scholar, author and lecturer’s
extensive biographical information, you
can access it through www.ucla.edu.

Join the birthday celebration, along
with moderator, Dr. Allan Edmiston, as
we explore Mozart’s sublime comedy of
manners. And as usual, there will be cof-
Fcc md pasmes at the mommg break. See

X - 308 S SR,

2 opera league

of los ange

the newsletter of

the Opera League

Insider Preview

Plicido Domingo shares his
vision for LA Opera in the 2006 -
2007 season with Opera League
members Sunday, January 15, a day
before the news reaches the public.
This delightful social event takes
place at the historic Biltmore Bowl
in the beautiful Millennium Biltmore
Hotel in downtown LA. Following
Mr. Domingo’s announcement, Paul
Floyd, Assistant Conductor at LA
Opera, directs local artists in a selec-
tion of arias from next season’s
productions. The noon reception
features appetizers and a no-host bar.

All current Opera League mem-
bers are invited to Insider Preview in

appreciation of their support.
Advance reservations and tickets are
required with member tickets not
transferable to nonmembers. Guests
pay only $20, applicable towards a
year’s membership at any level in the
Opera League if guests join onsite
January 15. New Associate
Membership cost only a guest ticket
plus $20 that day! \Iembcrshlp enti-
tles one to invitations and reduced
admissions to Musicales, Seminars
and Master Class; subscription to
Bravo; volunteer opportunities and
much more! Bring your friends and
have them join at reduced rates.

Call 213-972-7220 for information.

Hemmings’ Memorial Award Nominations

‘The Opera League is proud to
announce the call for nominations for
the Third Annual Hemmings’ Mem-
orial Award. The recipient will be
honored at the League’s Annual
Event to be held later this year.

This award gives lasting recogni-
tion to the accomplishments of Peter
Hemmings, the Founding General
Director of LA Opera, by recogniz-
ing an individual’s dedication to the
development of opera in Los Angeles.
Last year’s honors were shared by
Natalie Limonick and Carol and

Warner Henry.

As a League member, please
participate in the selection process by
nominating a person you would like
to receive the Award. Your nomina-
tion may be submitted to the Opera
League by letter at: “Hemmings’
Nomination”, PO. Box 1006,
Montrose, CA 91021-1006 or by
Email at: hemmingsaward@
operaleague.org.

Nominations must be received
by February 15, 2006. A selection
Committee composed of individuals
with a history of involvement in the
promotion of opera in Los Angeles

will malze the final celection.
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a word from
our president

send a very special thank you to over 300
I donors, many listed on the opposite page,

who helped the Opera League co-sponsor
LA Opera's two admission-free student mati-
nees of Tosca. If only one could bottle the
exuberant enthusiasm expressed by the over
6,000 students applauding the cast and
orchestral Many of these young people will
be our future opera audiences. Thanks also
to the over 40 Opera League volunteers who
assisted with these events. Deep apprecia-
tion also is extended to Lyla Forlani, LA
Opera's Production Stage Manager, for the
excellent tour backstage and into the pit as
well as the “Behind the Scenes of Tosca”
donor evenings. The Opera League pre-
sented LA Opera with checks for $100,000
and $50,000 to support the student mati-
nees, with funds from this campaign, the
Opera Boutique and member dues.

The Opera League added over 80 new
memberships (representing over 120 indi-
viduals) from our “O La LA" campaign last
September. Thank you to new friends for
joining and to all the members who recruited
you. We look forward to sharing an exciting
2006 and beyond with the entire member-
ship of over 1,600 opera aficionados.

Announcements and invitations for many
social and educational activities are noted in
this issue. We know how to have a good time
with opera! After the January “Insider
Preview” at the Biltmore Bowl featuring
Placido Domingo, next up on the social cal-
endar is the celebration of Mozart's 250th
birthday. Regional Gatherings in nine loca-
tions are open to members and prospective
members and showcase speakers on

Rebecca

Madama Butterfly and Le Nozze di Figaro. In
February we have a Musicale with resident
artists in an elegant Pasadena home. March
highlights include the Seminar on Le Nozze
di Figaro, "Backstage Magic" reception and
program featuring Concertmaster Stuart
Canin; and a Master Class at Zipper Hall with
Barbara Bonney (Susanna in Nozze) who will
coach local artists singing Mozart arias how to
enhance stage technique and vocal quality.
Plans are also underway for a special party to
express appreciation for volunteers later this
spring, so watch for invitations.

“Volunteers are unpaid, not because they are
worthless, but because they are priceless!”
(Anonymous) This statement strongly applies
to our board and all our volunteers. An
important aspect of continued strength
within the Opera League is recruitment of
active volunteers and new board members.
Please consider yourself or others for new
nominations to the board, as outlined below.
For new members or members newly con-
sidering volunteer opportunities, please join
us for the Volunteer Orientation offered in
February and March detailed on page 7.
| promise you priceless rewards for your
welcomed ideas and participation. See you at
the opera!
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Executive Committee

Monica Weil
Rebecca Bowne
Carol Sholer
Margaret Merrett
Nina Haro
Kathleen Leonard
Bob Holmes

Dorothy Wait

Bob Bernard

Toni Bird

Jim Cameron
Wendy Darby
Paula Radcliffe Dyke
Gerald Elijah

Jackie Johns
Beverly Johnson
Steve Kohn

Ed Lieb

Marcia McCormack
Ernest Prokopovych
Tadea Pylko

Dale Ross

Paula Settle
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Seminars & Membership

Membership & Finance
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Nominating

Boutique & Events

Cast Dinners

Boutique Manager

Overtures

Assistant Treasurer

Consulting Director

Dr. W, Allan Edmiston

Seminars

24-hour League Message Line: 213-972-7220
Visit us at www.operaleague.org
Send mail to: PO Box 1006, Montrose, CA 91021-1006

Printer
Newsletter Design

Licher Direct Mail
Bacall:Creative

If you want to be eligible for last minute company
benefits and League notices, please send your e-
mail address to info@operaleague.org . We would
love to have all members on our e-mail list!

CALL FOR BOARD NOMINATIONS

m Access email (at basic level) for communica-

From January through March, 2006, the Opera
League is accepting new board candidate nomi-
nations of League members in good standing
(dues paid continuously at any membership
level Student through Patron) for at least the

12 consecutive months prior to elections by the
board in May.

Nominations are reviewed for eligibility and qualifi-
cations by the Nominating Committee in a confi-
dential process in accordance with Opera League
procedures. Selected candidates serve a three-year
term from July 2006 through June 2009.

Once elected, board members must meet the
following requirements:

m Attend League board meetings (generally third
Monday of the month 4:30 to 6:30 PM at Music
Center DCP)

m Hold League membership at Contributing level
(8175) or higher

m Participate and assist with League activities

m Chair or co-chair a major activity, as appointed
by the president

m Subscribe to LA Opera for at least three per-
formances each season

m Contribute to designated major League fund
raising events

tions among board

Written recommendation of name(s) for nomina-
tion, either self-made or by another member, are
accepted by Nominating Committee Chair Emie
Prokopovych at iprokopovych@earthlink.net or to
any current board member. Mailed nominations
may be sent to Opera League Nominations,

135 N. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90012.
Leave nominating questions for Emie with your
name and phone number at the Opera League
24-hour line at 213-972-7220
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THANK YOU TOSCA SPONSORSHIP DONORS!

Wissi darte”
Behren Harris
Trust
Opera League of
Los Angeles
“Tosca é buno
alco!”
Jennifer & Matthew
Rowland
“Mario! Mario!”
Rebecca & Stuart
Bowne
Bonnie Brae
Donald & Marilyn
Conlan
Eva D. Grant, PhD
Steven Nakada
Ananth & Margaret
Natarajan
Richard Scaver
Mindy & Gene
Stein
Dorothy Thicle
“Vittoria!
Vittoria!”
Richard N. Berger
Marge & David N.
Barry III
Susan Ebey
Olive Dibben
Kemp
Hilda C. & David
P. Parker
Bob & Brana Paster
Foundation
Rita Coveney
Pudenz
Norman L. Ridker
Warren & Melody
Schubert
Dick & Molly
Siefert
Catherine Stone
Lester Ziffren
“Ahb! Franchigia a
Florvia Toscal”
“Toni Bird
Dr. & Mrs. Rene
Cailliet
Anne Morss Combs
Alice & Joe
Coulombe
Alma Guzman
Roy Hamilton
Nina L. Haro
Dr. Stephen A.
Kanter
Rosalie Kornblau
Patricia Maloney
Margaret Merrett
Roger & Gloria V.
Mullendore
Elaine Offstein
Sonia Randazzo

Lorraine and Joe

Saunders
Dr. John Stevens
Elliot R. Wax
Misty Widelitz
“Questo ¢ il bacio
di Tosca!”
Alan Abramowitz
Antoinette Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Almanza
James A. Anderson
Robert C Anderson
Dorothy Andrus
Lorna Ariondo
Randy Bassett
Linda S. Becktold
Bob Bernard
Phyllis D. Bernard
Jo & Charles
Berryman
Carol B. Bierhorst
Charlene G. Bolton
Emma L. Bossert
Carol L. Bressler
Carol A. Brown
Robert Browning
Alan Buckholtz
Linda Burkoff-Lee
James Cameron
Patricia Chapman
Catherine “Tink”
Cheney
Julia Cherry
Mr. & Mrs.
Theodore S.
Cline
Dr. R. Rand
Codner
Gilbert & Mary
Levin Cutler
Saralyn Daly
Wendy R. Darby
Donald R. Davis

Gloria Darmour

Barbara & Jack
Dawson

Debra Dawson

Lela Mae De Bord

Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Donahue

Phyllis & Donal
Dreifus

Paula R. & Richard
Dyke

David Eidenberg

Leslic B. Einstein

Gerald Elijah

Robert & Mary
Estrin

Lorraine Fellman

David & Mitsuko S.
Felton

Mr. & Mrs.
Lawrence N.

Field
Kathleen Fisher

Howard W.
Fleming, Jr.
David Forey

Dr. & Mrs. Donald
Freshwater
Marcelain W.
Porter & Adam
Fritzal
Virginia Gagan-
Patterson
Marilyn S. Gaims
Jane Gifford
Stephen J. Gilbert
Linda Gist
Lee & Donna B.
Gold
Barbara
Goldenberg
Betty Gondek
Rev. Marcos J.
Gonzalez
Cherrill Gragg
Richard E. Grey
Audrey and Alan P.
Hanson
Irwin & Carolyn K.
IHarris
Patricia O. IHerron
Molly & Robert D.
IHolmes
Dr. Ronald G.
Hopkins
Elizabeth Hughes
Sam & Muffy Hunt
Lygia M. Ionnitiu
Jackie Johns
Beverly A. Johnson
Willoughby C.
Johnson
Jennifer L. Keller
Diane E. Kessler
Mrs. Gurupreet

Khalsa

Shirley E. Kodmur

Edward J.
Kormondy

Mr. & Mrs.
Marshall I
Kramer

Dorothy La Maie

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald
Labowe

Kathleen Leonard

Dr. Julius Lesner

Drs. Josephine &
Shawn Libaw

Edward & Judy
Lieb

Donald V.
Lindeman

Elaine Lo

Gail & Sam J. Losh

M. A. Lower

Mr. & Mrs, Richard

Luneberg

Hugh R. Manes Honor of Earl
Gerald H. Fisher by Barbara
Markovitz St. Amand
Francis D. Marshall Cynthia Stafford
Marcia C. Dr. Janet Staples-
McCormack Edwards
Mary McKee Bunny Stivers
Karen L. Miller Stanley P. Stocks
Stephen Miller Dr. Linda Swanson
Judith S. Mishkin Dr. George & Sally
Beba Maria ‘lowne
Moncho Eric S. Villette
Eugene N. & Keith Walker
Marjorie Monte Jacquelyne Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Virginia Walter

A. Morewitz
Mark Morton
Dorothy Ann

Mosser
Mr. J. Tyrone

Naramore
Mr. & Mrs. James

Neville
Mrs. Thomas

O’ Toole
Mary Jane Patch
John G. Peetz
Frank Piontek
Elizabeth N. Pollon
Ernie & Anne

Prokopovych
Tadea Pylko
Harry K. Ransler
Larry Rappaport
Millicent D.

Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry

Robbins
Michael J. Hiscocks

& Carol J.

Roberts
Joyce A. Robinson
Betty Rose
Michael & Cheri

Rosenfeld
Barbara Rosenthal
Dale A. Ross
Verne C. Sandwall,

Jz

Mr. & Mrs. Lazar
Saric

Dr. & Mrs. Warren
Schlinger

Charles & Barbara
Schufreider

Charles L. Schultz

Ellen Sell

Jeneane Shield

Michael & Carol
Sholer

Bernard Silver

Rose Elaine
Solomon

John D. Spear

Russell C. Spoto

Beverly Spring

Robert Warren
Dr. Luz C. Watts
Margot Webb
Monica Weil
Lynn Wickliffe
Pearl L. Williams
Judith C. Wolf
Dr. Helen B. Wolff
Robert 1. Yokayama
John Ziegwied
“Te Deum”
Natsuko Akiyama
Joel Altshule
Lindie L. Banks
Mary Baur
Marjorie J. Beckmann
Sondra L. Behrens
Eleanor V. Bergmann
Zoe (3. Bruckner
Lore F. Burger
Jeffrey Calman
Mr. & Mrs. James B.
Cherry
Mr. & Mrs. Nils
Christiansen
Mari Cortirla
Fred & Fritzie Culick
Frederick L. Dear
Dr. & Mrs. Donald
I. Dickerson
Mary Dreyer
Mr. & Mrs. David A.
Ebershoff
Wilfried & Gisela
Eckhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley
Eisenberg ’
Claire Feiger
Frances L. Feldman
Robert E. Gilman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S.
Iarris
Dr. & Mrs. Robert
M. Herzberg
Dr. & Mrs. Jack H.
Irving
Robin & Julius
Kaplan
Allan & Gloria
Katcher
Sonja Langridge
Dr. Lionel B. Levin

Alison & Charles C.
Lifland
Mr. & Mrs. Richard
Luneberg
Jeffrey & Patti Mailes
Iris Malakoff
Margaret I1. Marsh
Nina & Ralph
Melching
Barbara & Henry
Merkle
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
Metzler
Maurice I
Meysenburg
Ed & Chloe
Mieczkowski
Jane G. Moore
Elizabeth S. Murray
Howard & Inna
Ockelmann
Alice S. Oglesby
Martin Olvera
Mrs. Leo A. Orsten
Louise L. Palmer
Jeffrey M. & Patti
Paniccia- Mailes
Joanne Payan
Joy Picus
Renita Pruchnicki
Sandii E. Rittenhouse
Daniel Rothmuller
Lois Saffian
Mary K. Sata
Robert Saunders
Dr. Stanley & Sally
Schneider
Bernie & Ellie
Seidman
Mr. & Mrs. John
Seiter
Paula & Bob Settle
Iris Shaw
Dr. & Mrs. Al Sils
Mr. & Mrs. Duane
Steiner
Beverly E.
Stephenson
R. Rhodes “Rody”
Stephenson
J. Thomas Strout
Mr. & Mrs. C. Roger
Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Don
Trevor
Rhonda Turner
Peter I1. Ulrich
Blaire Van
Valkenburgh
Dorothy Wait
Vanessa V. Watters
Michael Weber
Fr. Vaughn Winters
Michael Zevin
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January

Orchestra Dinner**

January 7 (Saturday) 4:30 — 7:30 pm
Madama Butterfly

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

Opera Talks at Julienne’s
Fanuary 9 (Monday) 7 pm

2649 Mission, San Marino
Speaker: Anne Marie Ketchum
Artistic Director of Verdi Chorus
Director of Opera, PCC

$15 cash at door for refreshments
Education Program*

Fanuary 14 (Saturday) Sam — 4pm

Opera for Educators Madama Butterfly

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

Long Beach Opera Ring
League Dinner

January 14 (Saturday) 4:30 — 5:30 pm
Renaissance Hotel, Long Beach

$31 by January 10

Call 213-972-7220

Insider Preview
January 15 (Sunday) Noon to 1:30 pm
Placido Domingo

announces 2006-2007 operas
Artist arias accompanied by Paul Floyd
Millennium Biltmore Hotel
Invitations mailed; reservations and
tickets required
Free to current members; Guests $20
Tickets are NO'I" transferable

Cast Dinner**

January 17 & 18 (Tuesday & Wednesday)
4:30 - 7:30 pm

Madama Butterfly

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
League Volunteer Tickets
Fanuary 18 (Wednesday)

Lecture 6:30, Performance 7:30 pm
Madama Butterfly Final Dress
Rehearsal

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

Education Program*

January 26 & 27 (Thursday & Friday) §
am — 1 pm

Student Matinee The Prospector
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

Education Program*

Fanuary 28 (Saturday) 8:30 am — Noon

Saturday Mornings at the Opera
The Prospector

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

february

Opera Talks at Julienne’s
February 6 (Monday) 7 pm
“What'’s Up Opera?”

Steve Kohn, Speakers’ Bureau
2649 Mission, San Marino

$15 cash at door for refreshments

Musicale

February 26 ( Sunday) 2- 4 pm
Resident Artists Concert

Home of Jo & Shawn Libaw in
Pasadena

Invitation on page 5

Volunteer Orientation

February 27 (Monday) 7 — 9 pm

4th Floor Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
New and “refresher” volunteers
Contact gelijah@msn.com to pre-register

march

Opera Talks at Julienne’s

March 6 (Monday) 7 pm

Ed Shaff on “Shakespeare and Opera”
2649 Mission, San Marino

$15 cash at door for refreshments

Education Program*

March 11 (Saturday) § am — 4 pm
Opera 101

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Volunteer Orientation

March 11 (Saturday) 1 - 3 pm
4th Floor Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

New and “refresher” volunteers
Contact gelijah@msn.com to pre-register

OPERA LEAGUE SEMINAR

Le Nozze di Figaro

March 18 (Saturday) 10 am

5th Floor Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
(new location)

See invitation on Page 5

Education Program*

March 18 (Saturday) 8:30 am — Noon
Saturday Mornings at the Opera
Figaro’s American Adventure
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

Cast Dinner**

March 19 & 20 (Sundayd> Monday) 4:30
~ 7:30 pm

Figaro

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

Education Program*

March 25 (Saturday) Sam — 4pm

Opera for Educators - Marriage of

Figaro

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Backstage Magic

March 28 (luesday) lime TBA
Concertmaster Stuart Canin
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Invitations mailed to memberships

Regular, Contributing, Sustaining and

Patron

Master Class with Barbara
Bonney

March 31 (Friday)

Zipper Hall at Colburn School
Invitation on page 5

*Education Programs
Contact: Edward Lieb

ejglieb@earthlink.net
24-hour message line 213-972-7220

**Cast Dinners
Contact: Dale Ross

daleross 1 @worldnet.att.net

24-hour message line 213-972-7220
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Please note that this is the ONLY invitation you will receive for these events.

san Gabriel Valley Musicale

in a beautiful Pasadena home

February 26, 2006 from 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Sunday,
dent Club Members

$45 for non-members, $10 for Stu

cher for Members,
ur self addressed envelope.

Tickets: $35 or 1 Musicale Vou

Seating is limited. Reserve by February 17th. Tickets and location returned in yo

Marriage of Figaro Seminar

The Revolutionary Mozart
saturday, March 18, 2006 — 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

(Note new location. Parking is $8.00 at Music Center)
5th Floor Banquet Hall, Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
135 North Grand Avenue, Entrance just south of garage on Grand Avenue
Speakers:
Robert Winter, Ph. D. Simon Williams, Ph. D.
Dr. W. Allan Edmiston, Moderator
Additionally supported by The Opera Guild of Southern California
Tickets: $20.00 or 1 Seminar Voucher for Members, $30 for non-members, $5 for Student Club Members

Reservations should be received by March 10th

Barbara Bonney Master Class

Watch young artists hone their craft
Friday, March 31, 2006 at 7:00 pm
Zipper Hall, The Colburn School
200 South Grand Avenue
Tickets: $40 for Members, $50 for non-members, $10 for Student Club Members
Reservations should be received by March 215t
Please complete the enclosed reply envelope
and mail your check (NO REFUNDS) and stamped self addressed envelope to:
the Opera League of Los Angeles, PO Box 1006, Montrosc, CA 91021-1006

‘T'he $10 surcharge for non-members will be credited if a membership is purchased at these events.

For Information call the League’s 24 hour message line: (213) 972-7220
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behind the scenes

olunteer support group for LA

essential to LA Opera’s success. Opera League vo
our organization, enjoy an increasing number of

scenes and become part of the action.

As the primary v

Volunteer

Workshops—
Save the Date

Curtain going up (again)! ‘Twice
each year the Opera League conducts
Workshops for volunteers when they
hear from our president, Rebecca
Bowne and ALL of the volunteer chairs
directly. The sessions are developed in
order to be sure new volunteers receive
a full picture directly from the experts.
It is also an opportunity to get to know
board members and other volunteers in
an informal setting as the panelists
describe what volunteering for each of
the available League activities is all
about, and what will be expected from
them as volunteers.

Although planned for new volun-
teers, it is also open to more experi-
enced volunteers who want to explore
different volunteer experiences, and
who want to discuss what is involved in
the assignments before making a
choice. As programs have grown and
changed over the years, they may feel in
need of a change themselves, and need
to find a renewed “thrill.” Tf this sounds
like YOU, this is your chance!

The workshops will both take place
in the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Monday, February 27, 2006 from 7-9
pm and again on Saturday, March 11,
2006 from 1-3 pm. Volunteers will be
given a choice of one of the two dates to
attend, and free parking will be
arranged for them.

Invitations will be mailed in
January for the 25 new volunteers
enrolled since the October sessions.
Any other volunteers interested in
attending one of these sessions, should

Opera, the Opera League is
lunteers, the heart and soul of
opportunities to go behind the

Backstage Magic

assion, intrigue and murder occur
Ponstage, but what’s happening
backstage and in the orchestra pit?
Did you ever wonder how Anna
Netrebko as Juliette, in last season’s
Roméo et Juliette, changed so quickly
from a nightdress into that fabulous ball
gown? You would know the answers to
all this and more if you attended
Backstage Magic last year and saw a
“quick change” before your cyes!
Backstage Magic is that special peek
“behind the scenes” presented by LA
Opera just for Opera League members.
This year’s event will be held during the
evening of Tuesday, March 28. Hosted by
LA Opera, the event begins with a wine
and appetizer reception in the Grand
Iall of the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion.
Then, Stuart Canin, LA Opera’s
Concertmaster and world renowned vio-
linist, will share his insights on this 20th
Anniversary opera season “from the pit
perspective.”
Invitations will be sent to all Regular

and higher category members in

February. It not too late for you to join
or upgrade your membership. Then you
00 can take that peck behind the scenes!

call Volunteer Coordinator Gerald
Elijah at 213-927-7220 to request
information on how to enroll in the
session of your choice.

If you are an Opera League mem-
ber, but not currently a volunteer, you
may call the same number to l'cquc;t a
Volunteer enrollment form. It’s fun and
rewarding to participate!

SHOPPING SPREE
GUILT FREE

You can shop “guilt-free” in the Opera
Boutique knowing that your purchases will
bring another child to opera! With total
Opera League volunteer staffing and use
of the Grand Avenue side of the opera
lobby during performances, our prices are
lower than retail stores. All profits from the
Boutique are donated to LA Opera for
education programs. Arrive early or stop by
at intermission and use your plastic, cash
or check to purchase gifts yourself or any
Diva or Maestro on your list. After all, this is
the League's major fundraising project!

“Madama Butterfly” provides ample
opportunities for new boutique items,
including silk Geisha scarves and totes,
butterfly-adorned Mary Frances and Todd
Anthony designer purses, Jo Marz wine
stopper/pourers and unique hair orna-
ments. Other items include peacock
beaded stoles, opera capes and silk
scarves, silk ties (bows too!), 3X opera
glasses, opera-themed note cards, unique
photo albums and LA Opera 20th
Anniversary mugs.

Boutique managers Paula Settle, Rebecca
Bowne, Tadea Phylko and Paula Radcliffe
Dyke are aided in sales by Ed and Judy
Lieb, Margi Mostue, Kirkland Jones, Stuart
Bowne, Kimiyo Sasaki, Nina Haro, Lynn
Frazier, Mary Ann MacDonald, Arlene
Stone, Jaqulyne Kelly, Gregore Manley, Bill
Vasher, Jane Gifford, Kathleen Leonard,
Peter Lambert, Lenita McCallum, David
Witherspoon, Fe Fertig, Dale Ross,
Carmen Paz, Clair Chambless, Giovanna
Cabaret, Alice Kresselman, Wendy van
Harlem, Pauline Smith and Kathleen
Leonard. Volunteers receive free parking,
merchandise discounts and have an
opportunity to purchase “Rush” tickets,
when available. Call 213-972-7220 to
volunteer!




Senta Finds Her Dutchman
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getting together

by Bob Bernard, Artist Services Chair

¢ was an evening in September of
2002. Committee member Stella
Leontsini called me, asking for a bit
of help with an Artist Services situation.
Stella had taken Lado Ataneli, his wife
Manana, and Mlada Khudoley for a driv-
ing tour about Los Angeles that day and
was now preparing dinner for everyone.
The three Russians were out grocery
shopping and Stella, unable to leave the
dinner fixings to go and pick them up and
transport them back to her home for the
evening, needed someone to do the trans-
port duties. The inclusion of a free dinner
in the Volunteer opportunity package
clinched the deal: I volunteered myself

for the job.

Mlada as Senta, awaiting her Dutchman
Photo: Robert Millard for LAO

Lado was here to sing the title role in
Nabucco, and Mlada was covering the role
of Abagaille, Nabucco’s strong-willed
daughter. As we relaxed over dinner, con fi-

dences were exchanged. Mlada lamented

Fact 1har, 1m her bLlossomaingg e s

tional career as an opera singer, she had yet
to meet a suitable young man with which
to initiatc a romantic relationshin,

Mlada, having found her Dutchman

Clearly, this was a task for Artst
Services. Stella, Manana, and Mlada
formed an ad hoc subcommittee and went
into executive session at one end of the
dinner table, settling on French as the
language of mutually acceptable com-
monality. Meanwhile, at the other end of
the table, Lado and I contented our-
selves with “Please pass the potatoes” and
other ‘man-talk’.

I don’t critique plans (especially
verbal ones in French): I evaluate results,
and, whatever the plan was, the results
were good. At the end of the performance
run, when it was time for our Committee
to transport the artists to LAX, Mlada
informed Barbara Donner, Manager of
Artist Services, that our services wouldn’t
be needed: a friend would be driving her
to the airport. ‘

The friend proved to be Peter
Fleming, a member of the Los Angeles
Opera Men’s Chorus.

Mlada returned to LAO in March as

Senta in a revival of Wagner’s Flying
Durchrnzan. Betore the PCI‘[UI‘IIILL\]L’C run of

the Dutchman was complete, Peter had

gained some fluency in Russian, and
ML dit Daslial Lad 2

ISR W R B

ably. Now they are married, and just this
summer they produced a beautiful baby
daughter named Elizabeth.

Last year on August 30, Mlada and
Peter were the guest artists at Dr. Bill
Teaford’s monthly musicale in Rancho
Palos Verdes, singing works of Italian,
French, Norwegian, and, of course,
Russian composers. As a special tribute to
the Rev. Caster, who had married them
two years ago and was in house, Mlada
and Peter also included several Irish tra-
ditional songs, concluding with a duet of
“Too-ra-loo-ra-loo-ral”. Daughter Eliza-
beth. also in attendance, cried not at all,
Peter explaining that she only fusses
when errors in tonality are committed.

Dr. Bill, the evening’s host, took spe-
cial delight in emphasizing the fact that
both Peter and their pianist, Cheryl
Graue, are USC graduates. This gave Dr.
Bill still one more occasion to trumpet
his assertion that the dream of early
University President Rufus von Klein-
Smid had come true and that USC now
had a University which its Football "Team
could be proud of.

And to think I neglected to record
any Volunteer hours for that dinner three

years ago!
Peter, with

daughter
Elizabeth
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DATE

Winter Gathering Schedule

CONTACT

PI1ONE

310-829-1069

REGION

Monday, Jan. 16

Dr. James Shumaker

661-297-3086

Westside

Santa Clarita

Wed., Jan. 25

Olga Joseau
Sandra Kohn

323-935-9943

Historic LA

Sunday, Feb. 26

Carmen Paz

818-765-2293

Tuesday, Feb. 28

San Gabriel Vly.

Sunday, Mar. 5

Patricia O’Donnell

009-447-5038

Clarement

Sunday, Mar. §

Clare Chambless

714-533-4186
818-953-8920

Orange County
San Fernando Vly.

Sunday, Mar. 5

ADDRESS TT™ME

520 17th St., Santa Monica 7:30 - 10 pm
24271 San Fernando, Snt. Cla. 7 =9:30 pm
362 Van Ness, Los Angeles 2:30 — 4:30 pm
5278 La Canada, La Canada 7 -9:30 pm
967 Moody Place, Claremont 2 - 4:30 pm
410 N. Angelina Dr., Placencia 2 —4:30 pm
4830 Brandenburg Pl., Tarzana 2 - 4:30 pm

Regi Merwin

805-495-8857

Ventura County

Sunday, Mar. 12

2114 Portola Ln., Westlake Village 2 - 4:30 pm

Lois Hamlish

Dr. Harald Krueger

661-728-0671

Sunday, Mar. 12

43422 25th St. W, Lancaster 2 —4:30 pm

Antelope Valley

“Tosca was the

more young opera fans.”

Donor Jennifer Rowland, General Director Pldcido Domingo, League President Rebecca Bowne

and Director of Community Programs Stacey Brightman, Ph.D meet
matinee. photo credit: Amy Tierney/Lee Salem Photography

first opera our then 8 year old daughter attended. She was
completely transfixed from Mario’s first aria and I had to drag ber out of
the theater at the end of the performance. Thus began her great passion
for opera. So it is with great pleasure that we support the admission-free

student matinees of Tosca. [ hope these performances will inspire many

prior to the Tosca student

—Fennifer W. Rowland
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